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CTWG STAFF CALL 
MINUTES 

19 July 2006 
 

Attendance: 
WING COMMANDER     COL. JENSEN 
VICE COMMANDER     MAJ VALLEAU (EX) 
CHIEF OF STAFF      LTC HUCHKO 
SR ADVISOR TO THE COMMANDER   COL PALMER (EX) 
STATE DIRECTOR      LTC ISABELLE (NP) 
CTWG SAFETY OFFICER     LTC STIDSEN  
IG        COL PAYNE (NP) 
LEGAL OFFICER      CAPT A. DI VINCENTIS (NP) 
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE OFFICER   SM T. DURMAN (NP) 
ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL     LT BAILEY  
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS   MAJ VALLEAU (EX) 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS  CAPT C. KELLING (EX) 
LICENSING OFFICER     1LT CARTIER (NP) 
GROUND OPERATIONS OFFICER   LT SLEDGE  
FLYING SAFETY OFFICER    CAPT LE BOEUF (NP) 
DIRECTOR OF OPS/ES OFFICER    COL. STURGES  
ASST. DIR. OF OEPRATIONS    COL. HERBERT (NP) 
EMERGENCY SERVICES OFFICER ASSISTANT LT CERITELLO  
WING TRAINING OFFICER    MAJ SHAPIRO  
WING TRAINING OFFICER ASSISTANT   CAPT ROMANO (NP) 
ASST WING TRAINING OFFICER    CAPT HOLLIS (NP) 
STAN/EVAL OFFICER     CAPT DILL (NP) 
DIRECTOR OF AEROSPACE EDUCATION   LT EGAN (NP) 
SUPPLY/TRANSPORTATION/REAL EST. OFFICER    LTC BRIGNOLA (NP)  
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT  CAPT SCHINITIS 
COUNTER NARCOTICS OFFICER   CAPT J. KELLING  
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS    SM B. BISSON (EX) 
DIRECTOR OF CADET PROGRAMS   MAJ MARTEKA 
ASST DIR OF CADET PROGRAMS   1LT J. LESLIE (EX) 
DDR        LT MC BRIDGE (EX) 
REGION CHAPLAIN-Visitor    LTC WILLIAMS  
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(REP) Representative, (NP) Not Present, (EX) Excused 
 
COLONEL Jensen called meeting to order at 1945L. 
 
COLONEL JENSEN 

• Colonel Jensen wore the new uniform combination (white aviator shirt, blue 
pants, blue Air Force cap, name tag and epaulets.   

• Who can wear it?  Anyone who can wear blues, can wear this combination.  
Anybody who does not meet the weight standards but do meet the grooming 
standards, may also wear this combination.   

• I’m not going to insist that the staff members wear the blues.  You just need to 
know what is out there. 

• The SAR dog has to be off the blues shirt by National boards in August.  I realize 
that removal of the patch is going to leave a tacky looking stitch mark.  While this 
is not an official policy, wear the shirt until it wears out.  Next time you buy the 
blue shirt don’t put the dog patch on. 

• I have ordered a baseball cap with the SAR dog patch on.   If you wish to purchase one, it 
will be $10. 

• DDR has become a good funded entity.  Our new DDR Officer will be going to the 
National Boards. 

• Encampment was very good.  The leadership, follower ship and everyone was good.  The 
encampment jelled as a smooth unit.  I was there for the ceremony on Saturday.   

• Colonel Sturges will speak on our new plane, the glass cockpit. 
• Our flight hours are looking good.  MA is just a little bit ahead of us.  Keep flying.  I 

don’t think there is any threat from Region taking any aircraft from us. 
• I would like to introduce our Region Chaplain who is visiting us tonight. 

LT COL HUCHKO 
• Thank you all for the doing the good work you are doing.  I think we are coming together 

as a team—I don’t think Colonel Jensen has gotten too many calls from National lately. 
• One housekeeping thing—CVH has requested that we call them when we leave the 

building even on our regularly scheduled Wednesday night.  I’m going to try to make the 
call but if you see me walking out, try to remind me to make that call. 

• (Jensen—Colonel Sturges, what is the status of CVH getting more power for us up here?) 
• (Sturges—Where it stands right now is they are going to give us a labor price from their 

contractor to run wire and put in a panel.  We have the option also of using someone who 
belongs to CAP as long as they have a commercial electric license.  It would be easier 
with a CAP person because maybe we can get it donated but it has to be commercial 
permit.  Running the wire is no big deal—but they are guessing between $6000 and 
$10000 for their contractor to do it.) 

• I was checking through our MMLs last week.  I notified the squadrons and you.  If your 
renewal is due, please renew.  I need a lot of work up here and I’d like to have you help 
me, but you can’t if you aren’t a member of CAP.  Make sure your renewals are up-to-
date.   

• Our SAV is scheduled for July 2007 and our CI is scheduled for July 2008.  It’s not very 
far away when you look at the things we have to accomplish so I will be starting to meet 
with the directors of each department.  Colonel Palmer has graciously given me lists on 
putting together a Continuity Binder and how to survive an inspection.  I will put these 
together when I speak with you.  It is important that we are able to have someone walk 
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into our jobs and pick up just in case we have to be away for a while.  This is a big thing 
with the inspections.  We’d like to have standardization with the binders. 

• If you are not going to be here on a Wednesday night staff meeting, please call in so we 
are aware that you will not be here.  If you have to give out information, please email to 
me so I can announce at the meeting.   

• Colonel Palmer is graciously helping us put together a budget for CTWG.  We haven’t 
had one in about three years and he sent this form out to everybody.  I have copies here.  
Fill it out—it’s due tonight.  If you don’t fill it out you will have a “0” request for a 
budget.  Do the best you can—just remember that if you think $3000 is a lot, still ask.  At 
least you gave us some ideas of the things you need in your department.  It is better to 
submit something rather than nothing.  He has not gotten many responses. 

• Lt McBride could not be here tonight.  She had a wonderful time at encampment.  She 
taught a DDR class.  The kids were very motivated, very respectful.  She said that she 
enjoys investing in their future now since they made it so welcome for her to be there.   

• SM Bisson and I had a teleconference call with the Region PAO.  They have some ideas 
on what they want to do.  Fortunately for us we are a little bit ahead of them.  We are 
doing a lot more with our PAO department than other wings are doing. 

 
LTC  STIDSEN 

• Colonel Stidsen gave a briefing on water safety.  You need to make sure you are 
hydrated.  You need to be careful with boating and swimming. 

• Safety Program at CTWG -  Many of the squadrons are now completing and turning in 
their monthly reports.  We need to find a way that everyone in the squadron is getting the 
safety report.  This was a finding on the CI report.  I will speak with the squadron 
commanders about this.   

• (Capt J. Kelling—we should impress upon the cadets at encampment that they need to 
drink water.  It is important to keep hydrated.)   (Huchko--Serious consequences can 
happen.  Dehydration can cause all kinds of problems.) 

 
MAJOR SHAPIRO 

• We have training mission number for the month of July and a training mission number 
for the month of August.   

• I will be away from July 21 to Aug 2.  Colonel Sturges will be standing in for me and 
give out the mission number to squadron commanders for ground teams and air crews. 

• We have a request for the month of September to hold a mission base at Brainard. 
• (Jensen-We are building our relationships with state agencies.) 
• I attended VOAD which was a meeting of all search and rescue agencies in CT which 

includes Civil Air Patrol.  They will be holding training in August. 
• The MOU with the State of Connecticut will be signed soon.  We are working on this. 
• Will be having a meeting with Homeland Security in September. 
• (Jensen—Colonel Greenhut will be at the meeting.  He is currently Director of Homeland 

Security for National.  He will be involved in the meeting with the State.) 
• We need to be prepared for any and all emergencies in CT. 
• There is no formal policy by the Wing for using dogs in our training.  Procedures need to 

be followed and we don’t have that.  We have a couple people in CAP who have trained 
search and rescue dogs but no policy, insurance, etc. 

• Those who have not been up to OEC lately will find that the radio room has been 
changed around.   

• Mission numbers have been changed.  They don’t look the same.  They have a new 
numbering system.  We have a SAR- for the months of July and August.  Two different 



 4

numbers.  We also have for the months of July and August for Form 5 and 91.  These are 
different numbers from the SAR numbers. 

•  
 
CAPT J. KELLING 

• Form 82s will be put in. 
 
LT CERITELLO 

• I turned in a budget request. 
• I turned in four missions for reimbursement.  Getting caught up on paperwork 

 
CAPT SCHINITIS 

• Nothing to report 
 
LT SLEDGE 

• Nothing to report 
 
MAJOR MARTEKA 

• Drove down to encampment with Lt McBride.  She gave her DDR class and we both 
agreed that the cadets were having a good time. 

• Cadet Ball – October 8, 2006 at the Manor Inn. 
• CAC—time to re-elect the Cadet Advisory Council leaders 
• Making sure the cadets complete their on-line form for National Activities so they can be 

ranked. 
• August 12 – Wing cadet “O” flights 

 
COLONEL STURGES 

• Glass cockpit airplane came Saturday.  It is now in Groton until July 29, then going to 
Hartford. 

• 998 is going back to Hartford for cadet training 
• Aircraft logs are due in last day of month 
• There will be another ground school for glass cockpit training.  A disk is needed for this 

training and I will work with Capt Schinitis to get it working on a computer. 
• Trying to cut down on paperwork that is bogging us down.  Original Flight Logs and gas 

slips are to go to Colonel Sturges—no longer copy them.  He will put in a file so that if 
anyone needs them he has them. 

 
LT BAILEY 

• Nothing to report 
 
CHAPLAIN WILLIAMS 

• I am here tonight to help in the Chaplain Service personnel and work on reports.   
• Squadron commanders are to fill out the Form 34 for me.  I sent a note to the 

commanders. 
• Cadets cannot be promoted unless they have Moral Leadership classes which are done by 

the Chaplain Services.   
• I will be helping out until we have a consistent person in place to help with the CTWG 

Chaplain Services.  Your current Chaplain is not always available.  In his place the 
Region Chaplain, according to regulations, will be the interim Chaplain and that is what I 
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am going to do.  I am checking on those qualified Chaplains in the area to see if we can 
get a Chaplain for CTWG. 

• There are three people who are Chaplains in the ghost squadron but their addresses are 
not correct.  I will see if we can get contact numbers so maybe we have one who can 
come and help at CTWG. 

• If the squadrons could give me some names of their local clergy to see if they can give 
moral leadership classes in their squadrons.  You have to be an appointed Chaplain or a 
Moral Leadership Officer to teach moral leadership to the cadets.  Before Squadron 
Commanders could teach moral leadership.  If we go outside of this line, there could be 
legal issues and CAP could be sued and CAP Legal Department will not defend you. 

•  
Meeting adjourned at 2052L.  Dismissed 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
//signed// 
 
Cassandra Huchko, LTC, CAP 
CTWG CS/DP 
 
 
 


